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Trial Progress – Over 12,000! 
Trial enrollment numbers reflect study 
information as of January 11th. 
 
Open Studies   

• CTN 0037 – Randomized  54   
• CTN 0044 – Randomized  226   
• CTN 0046 – Randomized  215 
• CTN 0047– Randomized   123 
Total Randomized All Studies:  12,057 
  

CTN GO Grant Study (ARRA) – Randomized 5,013 
 
 
New Committee Members! 

Congratulations to the following CTNers for 
their election to the CTN Research 
Development Committee (RDC): 
 

Investigators –   
Dennis Daley, Dennis Donovan, John March, and 
Jim Sorensen 

 
Community Treatment Providers –   
Kathy Burlew, Marc Fishman, Candace 
Hodgkins, and Paul Rinaldi 

 
The new committee members will assume their duties on 
the next regularly scheduled conference call. A big 
thanks goes to all who volunteered to serve on this 
committee and to the members who are rotating off the 
RDC (Kathleen Brady, George Woody, Greg Brigham, 
and Patrice Muchowski) for their dedication and hard 
work over the past year.   
 
Steering Committee (SC) – Dennis McCarty was 
elected as the Chair and Louise Haynes as the Vice-Chair 
of the SC last month.  
 
Research Utilization Committee (RUC) – Betsy Wells 
has been elected the new RUC chair for 2011-2012. 
Congratulations to all! 
 
Federal Offices Closed 

The CCTN office and NIDA will be closed 
on Monday January 17, 2011, for the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. holiday observance. 

 
 

CTN is a program of the National Institute on Drug Abuse,  
part of the National Institutes of Health within the 

Department of Health and Human Services. 

2011 Steering Committee Meeting 
The Spring Steering Committee Meeting will 
be held in Bethesda, Maryland, on March 15-
17, 2011.  The hotel is the Bethesda North 
Marriott, one block from NIDA Headquarters. 

Registration is now open for the meeting. To register and 
obtain logistical and program information, please visit 
(http://www.seiservices.com/NIDA/CTN/meetings/1025
044/index.asp). Please note, there is a Design & Analysis 
Workshop on analyzing data with missing values on 
Tuesday, March 15 (2:00 PM - 4:00 PM). For further 
program information, please contact Ron Dobbins, M.A., 
at rdobbins@nida.nih.gov or (301) 451-9575.  
 
Updated NIDA CTN Website 

The CTN website has been 
updated to reflect the new 
Nodes, Community Treatment 
Programs (CTPs) and latest 
protocols.   CTPs are newly 
located in Nebraska, Kansas, 
North Dakota, Tennessee, and 
Michigan.  The CTN has a 

presence in 39 states, plus Washington, DC, and Puerto 
Rico.   There have also been some design changes to 
freshen the website.  The website is at 
http://drugabuse.gov/CTN/  Please contact Ron Dobbins 
for any corrections or comments at 
rdobbins@nida.nih.gov or (301) 451-9575.  
 
Update of Proposed Merger  with NIAAA 

On Nov. 15, 2010, the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) received 
the formal recommendation from 
the Scientific Management Review 

Board (SMRB) to create a new Institute that would focus 
on substance use, abuse, and addiction research and 
related public health initiatives. This proposed Institute 
would integrate the relevant research portfolios from the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), 
and other NIH Institutes and Centers. The NIH agrees 
that the proposed realignment of NIH programs into a 
single, new Institute devoted to such research makes 
scientific sense and would enhance our efforts to address 
the substance abuse and addiction problems that take 
such a terrible toll on our society. For more information 
go to http://feedback.nih.gov/index.php/category/suaa/.  
To submit questions about the proposed merger go to 
http://feedback.nih.gov/index.php/suaa/suaa-questions/ 
and to post comments go to 
http://feedback.nih.gov/index.php/suaa/suaa-comments/ 
 

http://www.seiservices.com/NIDA/CTN/meetings/1025044/index.asp�
http://www.seiservices.com/NIDA/CTN/meetings/1025044/index.asp�
mailto:rdobbins@nida.nih.gov�
http://drugabuse.gov/CTN/�
mailto:rdobbins@nida.nih.gov�
http://feedback.nih.gov/index.php/category/suaa/�
http://feedback.nih.gov/index.php/suaa/suaa-questions/�
http://feedback.nih.gov/index.php/suaa/suaa-comments/�


 2 
 

Lasker Clinical Research Scholars Program 
For interested researchers, the Lasker Clinical 
Research Scholars program is a joint 
partnership that involves the NIH intramural 
and extramural communities, as well as the 
Lasker Foundation.  The program will 

support a small number of exceptional clinical 
researchers in the early stages of their careers to promote 
their development to fully independent positions.  The 
program combines a period of research as a tenure-track 
investigator in the NIH Intramural Research Program 
(IRP) with an opportunity for additional years of 
independent financial support, either within the IRP or at 
an extramural research institution.  Scholars will also 
participate in activities with the Lasker Foundation. 
 
The Notice announcing the program is available at 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-
11-030.html, and application details will be released 
within the next several weeks in a Request for 
Applications.  Additional information can be obtained at 
http://www.nih.gov/science/laskerscholar, or contact 
Charles Dearolf, Asst. Director for Intramural Research, 
at LaskerScholar@nih.gov.  For NIDA grantees who 
might apply and are interested in the NIDA Intramural 
Research Program, please contact Dr. Michelle Leff at: 
e-mail: mleff@mail.nih.gov, or phone: 443-740-2360. 
 
Greater NY Node 

The peer-reviewed journal Substance 
Abuse (www.amersa.org/abj.asp) is 
seeking brief and full-length reports 
describing curricular innovations for 
SBIRT training and associated outcomes 

of this training to be published in a special issue entitled, 
“Curricular Innovations for Screening, Brief 
Interventions, Referral, and Treatment of Substance Use 
Disorders.” The journal is seeking description and 
evaluation of training that may occur in health 
professional schools, residency training programs, and 
fellowship programs and targeting practicing health care 
professionals. Manuscripts describing innovative means 
to develop, implement, and evaluate SBIRT curricula are 
particularly sought.  
 
The journal’s web site should be reviewed for formatting 
manuscript submissions (http://amersa.org/ConIns.asp). 
Full length manuscripts should be under 4,000 words and 
conform to formatting instructions. For this special issue, 
“Brief Curricular Innovation” descriptions will also be 
peer-reviewed. These brief descriptive manuscripts 
should not be more than 1,000 words and should focus 
on describing innovative curricular techniques for 
teaching and learning SBIRT.  Manuscripts must be 
received by the special editors by May 1, 2011. 

Delaware Valley Node 
Drs. Woody, Fishman, and 
Subramaniam, and MSW Shannon 
Garrett from Mountain Manor, presented 
research and clinical data in two 

symposia at the Joint Meeting on Adolescent Treatment 
Effectiveness (JMATE) that was held in Baltimore 
during the week of December 13.  One symposium was 
entitled “Medication Assisted Treatment in Adolescents 
and Young Adults: Current Evidence and Best 
Practices”; the other “”New Research Findings in Opioid 
Treatment Outcomes for Youth.”  The primary message 
in both of these both presentations was that integrating 
medication-assisted therapy into psychosocial therapies 
is an evidence-based step that needs to be taken if the 
field is to move forward.    
 

Registration is now open for the Delaware 
Valley Node Regional Dissemination 
Conference to be held March 8, 2011, 
“Integrating Treatment for Substance Use 

Disorders with Other Health Care Services.” The 
conference will be held at University of Pennsylvania, 
Biomedical Research Building BRB II/III Auditorium, 
421 Curie Blvd., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
 
Hotel Information:  A block of rooms has been reserved 
at the Sheraton Philadelphia University City, 3549 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, at the rate of $169 per 
night. To register, go to: 
http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/DelawareValley
NodeRegionalDisseminationConference 
 
Conference Fee: Conference Fee of $75.00 includes 
Continental Breakfast, Lunch and CEUs. To register on 
line with a credit card and receive automatic 
confirmation, please go to:  
https://regstg.com/Registration/RegForm.aspx?rid=86a1
38fc-24cf-4e9e-89fa-9bafc1904d9e 

 
CTN 0047 SMART-ED Status  

Protocol CTN 0047 Screening, Motivational 
Assessment, Referral, and Treatment in 
Emergency Departments (SMART-ED) is 
holding Wave 2 National Protocol Training in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, January 11-14th.  The Wave 
1 recruitment is going well.  So far, 123 participants have 
been enrolled.  The first 3-month follow-up is scheduled 
for January 18th. The four Wave 2 sites are: Bellevue 
Hospital Center (Greater New York Node), 
Massachusetts General (New England Consortium), 
Jackson Memorial Hospital (Florida Node Alliance), and 
West Virginia University Hospital (Appalachian Tri-
State Node). 
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Library Info 
The CTN Library is web-based, and 
includes a catalog with descriptive records 
for each item in the Library.  

 
Time is Running Out for FREE NAADAC 
Continuing Education Credits! 
 

The CTN Dissemination Library, in 
partnership with the National Addiction 
Technology Transfer Center, has been 
offering 3 NAADAC credit hours to all 

those who pass a quiz after viewing the CTN Research 
Utilization Committee’s engaging two-hour workshop 
video, “Methods for Disseminating Evidence-Based 
Treatments from the Frontlines of Community Treatment 
Programs,” from March 2009. 
 
The ATTC offered those 3 credit hours for FREE 
through the end of 2010.  They have generously 
extended the deadline for a short period into 2011. That 
means you only have a limited time to take the quiz and 
qualify for your free credits.    
 
So, pop up some popcorn, slice up some fruitcake, and 
set aside a little time for your education!  The video is 
about two hours long, and the quiz should only take you 
a few minutes more.  You can find a description of the 
workshop, plus links to the video and the quiz, in the 
CTN Dissemination Library:  
http://ctndisseminationlibrary.org/display/402.htm.  
 

Social Networking in the CTN: 
Dissemination 2.0! 
Did you know some of your 
colleagues are using social 

networking tools such as Facebook, Twitter, and 
blogging to communicate about their CTN-related 
activities?   
 
If you are a Facebook user, visit the Western States Node 
on Facebook, and click to “Like!” them and get updates 
on their work in the CTN.  Then connect to the Facebook 
page for the Ohio Valley Node (one of the first Nodes to 
have its own web site), also check the OV Node on 
Twitter.   On the blogging front, the Pacific Northwest 
Node has its own PNW Node Blog and web site.  We’ve 
added those links to Node pages in the CTN 
Dissemination Library.  
 
You may also check out the NIDA Blending Initiative 
Facebook and Twitter pages, which are managed by the 
CTN Dissemination Library.   
 

Lastly, the Library has converted it’s “What’s New?” 
page to a blog format that will allow readers to post 
comments.  Like the previous format, the blog will 
feature updates on new additions to the Library, as well 
as other news about the CTN:  
http://ctndisseminationlibrary.wordpress.com 
 
Quick Links: 
NIDA Blending Initiative:  
http://facebook.com/NIDABlending, 
http://twitter.com/NIDABlending 
 
CTN Dissemination Library “What’s New” in blog 
format:  http://ctndisseminationlibrary.wordpress.com 
 
Government agencies on Facebook & Twitter: 
NIDA:  http://facebook.com/NIDANIH, 
http://twitter.com/NIDANews 
 
SAMHSA:  http://facebook.com/SAMHSA, 
http://twitter.com/samhsagov 
 
NIH:  http://www.facebook.com/nih.gov, 
http://twitter.com/NIHforhealth 
 
Is your CTN Node or CTP using Facebook, Twitter, a 
blog, or other social networking tools for your CTN 
work?  If so, please let the librarians know!  
info@ctndisseminationlibrary.org 
 

The Western States Node mourns the 
December 29th death of Micki Knuckles, the 
Executive Director of Willamette Family in 
Eugene, Oregon.  Micki led Willamette 

Family for the past 18 months and oversaw their 
participation in the STAGE-12 (CTN 0031) and Web 
Delivery (CTN 0044) protocols.  She was an active 
member of Alcoholics Anonymous for 30 years.  In 
September 2010 she was the recipient of the Thomas R. 
Dargan Award presented to her by the Oregon 
Department of Human Services, Addictions and Mental 
Health Division, for outstanding leadership in the area of 
alcohol and drug abuse prevention and treatment. The 
recognition acknowledged her unselfish efforts over the 
years which inspired others to maintain their 
commitment to making the community a wholesome and 
thriving place. Notably, she was nominated by her peers 
in the field. She is survived by Mike, her husband of 25 
years, and son, Robert Eldredge of Eugene.  A memorial 
service was held Friday January 7, 2011.  The staff and 
clients at Willamette Family are deeply grieving their 
loss. 

Sad News from the Western States Node 
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More Untimely News from Western States Node 
The CTN and the Western States Node 
lost a leader last month. Bill Wendt 
passed away unexpectedly on December 
20th of an apparent heart attack at age 45. 
Bill was CEO of Signal Behavioral 
Health. He was a beloved colleague and 
friend to many. Bill Wendt leaves his 

wife Barb and two children Alyssa and Javan, his mother 
Judy and father William.  
 
Bill began working with the CTN as Co-Principal 
Investigator for the Rocky Mountain Region Node from 
2000 to 2005. Bill was instrumental in arranging for the 
participation of community treatment providers in an 
array of clinical trials in his role as CEO/General 
Counsel of Signal Behavioral Health Network. He 
looked forward to rejoining the CTN as part of the 
Western States Node.  Bill’s law degree and extensive 
clinical experience as a counselor and clinical manager 
allowed him to provide administrative and policy 
leadership. Many knew him as an avid hunter, while 
others will reflect on his keen intellectual prowess and 
strong family values.  
 
 
Grants Tidbit Corner – New Grants 

The following research opportunities may 
be of interest to those in the CTN: 
 
• RFA-DA-11-004. Pharmacological 

Development of Treatment Agents 
and Formulations for Tobacco Dependence (STTR 
[R41]) http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-
files/RFA-DA-11-004.html  The National Institute 
on Drug Abuse (NIDA) solicits applications for the 
development of novel treatments for nicotine 
dependence.  Up to $1.5M has been set aside to fund 
4 or more meritorious small business technology 
transfer phase I (STTR) 1-year grants in FY2011!  
Awardees would subsequently be eligible to apply 
for Phase II funding. Phase II projects can be 
supported at a level of ~$1M over two years and be 
competitively renewed.  

• The STTR program 
(http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbirsttr_progra
ms.htm) is designed to fund collaborative projects 
between small businesses and non-profit research 
institutions. Its objectives are to move ideas from the 
laboratory into the marketplace and foster high-tech 
economic development. NIDA staff will help 
cultivate these relationships for potential 
applicants.   

News from Southwest Node 
The primary outcome paper for an 
ancillary study to CTN 0020, Job Seekers, 
conducted at NCI  (Na'Nizhoozhi Center, 
Inc.) in the Southwest Node, was published 
in the Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

The complete reference is: Foley, K., Pallas, D., 
Forcehimes, A.A., Houck, J., M. Bogenschutz, M.P.,  
Keyser-Marcus, L. & Svikis, D. (2010). Effect of Job 
Skills training on employment and job seeking behaviors 
in an American Indian substance abuse treatment sample. 
Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 33, 181-192.  
 
Clinical Coordinating Center (CCC) at EMMES 
Staffing Updates at the CCC – The CCC is pleased to 

welcome a new member to their 
team, Dikla (Dee) Blumberg! Dee received 
a Ph.D. in Social Psychology from the 
University at Albany (2006) where she 

investigated self-control and self-regulation processes. 
She then completed a NIDA-funded Postdoctoral 
Traineeship in Drug Abuse Treatment and Services 
Research at UCSF where she designed and implemented 
a series of randomized controlled experiments 
investigating self-regulation processes involved 
with tobacco dependence.  Over the last year or so 
she joined the Theories Project, as a CRTA at the 
National Cancer Institute's Behavioral Research Program 
where she was involved with projects designed to better 
understand health behaviors and their underlying 
processes.  Dee will working with EMMES as a Protocol 
Specialist working on CTN 0048 (CURB), and can be 
reached at dblumberg@emmes.com.  We are very 
excited to have her with her wealth of experience on the 
CCC Team!  
 
Other CCC related questions and topics- Principal 
Investigator, Robert Lindblad, at 301-251-1161, 
rlindblad@emmes.com, or Eve Jelstrom, Project 
Director, at 301-251-1161, ejelstrom@emmes.com. 
• Drug and lab supply orders  - 

ctnsupport@emmes.com 
• Safety related issues/adverse event follow-up -  

ctnsafety@emmes.com 
• Training information, comments or requests - 

ctntraining@emmes.com 
 

Updates for this Bulletin should be sent to Carol 
Cushing at: ccushing@nida.nih.gov 
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